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BLACKTOWN is act ta becoms the first *Solar
City" in New South Wilbes,

Prime Mimister John Howard announced on
Monday that Blacktown would receive up o 515
million m federal ervernment fanding as part of the
Solar Cities Program. il

Visiting the solar-powened Willilam Lawson
Childcare Centre al Prospect, Mr Howard said
the’ initiative wonld mclude the pravision of 850
phatrvabiaic symems end 2100 solar water healers
houwzeholds and commercial buildings in the area.

“Blackiown ks an Avstralian city of the fubure,
voung and diverse, and cxpericneing a growth in
encrry requiremenss,” Mr Howard smd

+. “1thirk poople witl sec the value of solar power s

fior the environmenL, and a finabe ially abiractive
opliom with redueed power bills”

Dine of Taur cities in Anatralia to receive furding

the sun

as part of the initistive, Blacktewn's bid involved

a conzortium inchuding BP Solar, Integral Energy,
Blacktwn City Coumeil, Landeom, and the ANZ
and Big Switch Projocss. X
President of BF Salar, Gerry Hueston, said
residents of Blackiown vwould benefit greatdy from
thig prooram.
“Hundreds of Australian-made solar clestrcaty

. pencrating svstems will be instilled, tens of thousands

of enerey Eﬁﬁmmﬂﬁﬂmmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
raductions in greéenhouse gas emissions will be
achieved as a result of [Blackiown’s] participation”
he saad.

Jomned by Federal Member for Greenway, Louise
Marus, the Prime Mimister said solar power had an
important role m Australia's enerpy Ruure.

*This community will save 53 million in.enarzy
ensts and greenhotss pases will be reduced by 23,000
tonnesq vear,” he said, T congrarulate Blacktown for
embracing the Sofar Cifees concept™
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